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CHAP.   Stuart also during the action brought against Bothwell
v^^I^ continued to keep him in her favour ; when, accord-
!567.    ing to a report made by Sir William Drury to Cecil
in England, it was even said, that from a window in
Holyrood., while standing by the side of Lady Mary
Lethington, she had nodded a greeting to Bothwell
when he rode up to the Court of Assize,  or still
later, during the sitting of the court, had sent a
message to learn how it was going with him,1 it
began henceforward, especially in England, to be
foreseen what was at hand, and the rumour got
quickly into general circulation that Bothwell was
about to marry the Queen.    Sir James Melvil tells
in his Memoirs that good subjects who loved the
Queen were pained by this rumour, and adds, that
there were several who, at their own risk, ventured
to remonstrate with the Queen.   Thus he relates that
Lord John Herries came well attended to Edinburgh,
confided to the Queen all that was said about Both-
well and his designs, and kneeling, begged her not
to marry the Earl.    The Queen seemed to wonder
how  such   rumours   could have  got  abroad,  and
assured him that she had no thought of anything of
the kind.    Lord Herries  besought  the  Queen  to
put a good construction on his remonstrance, and
from fear of Bothwell, immediately rode home from
Edinburgh  after causing  every  one  of  the  fifty
horsemen  with  whom  he had  come  to  purchase
a  new  spear.     But  this tale  does  not  seem  to
agree   well   with   the   fact   that  Herries  was  in
.Edinburgh  during the  session  of  Parliament,   or

1 According to Drury's account     however, also brings forward as a,

to Cecil (Tytler, History of Scot-     specially noticeable sign of favour

Iand9 vii. 375, 376).   It is founded     for Bothwell after the death  of

on a misunderstanding when Tytler,     Darnley, the fact that the Earl,